








The death of one whose ideas have stimulated so
many, and who has so influenced legal writing, gives
us occasion to pause and say thank you.

It was in the fall of 1939 that Professor Dickerson,
then a newcomer to law teaching, joined the faculty
of the Washington University School of Law in St
Louis. But he did not stay long. The war saw him
move to Washington DC, where he remained until
1958. It was during his government service that
Professor Dickerson became fascinated by legislative
drafting and the process by which legislation is
created.

After joining the Indiana University School of Law in
1959 he concentrated on his special areas of interest -
legislation, legal drafting, and products liability.
Through his teaching, his writing, and his proposals
for reform he became a major and formidable
advocate for change in legal expression. He spent 22
years as an Indiana delegate to the National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws, making a major contribution to the substance
and drafting of uniform state laws. It was also at USL
conferences that his outstanding abilities as a jazz
trumpet player first became known to the legal
profession.

Professor Dickerson had a long-lasting relationship
wih the UK Parliamentary Counsel Office, and was
called to give evidence before the Renton Committee
on the Preparation of Legislation. He much admired
the British system of control over the form and style
of legislation, and sought the help of Sir Noel Hutton,
former First Parliamentary Counsel, to tell an
American audience something of the British
experience. Dickerson sought to professionalize
legislative drafting in the United States.

The US judiciary takes a close look at legislative
history as an aid to interpretation. It was Reed
Dickerson who pointed out that sometimes that look
excluded the text of the legislation itself. He
straightened out interpretive wrinkles by publicising
this remarkable judicial statement:

the legisiative history ... is ambiguous ....
Because of this ambiguity it is clear that we
must look primarily to the statutes
themselves to find the legisiative intent.

Professor Dickerson retired in 1980. Many of his
friends said they could not believe he would retire.
They were right. Just two years ago he was the
keynote speaker at two international conferences,
one at Cambridge University and the other, a few
months later, in Ottawa. At both conferences he
received a standing ovation. In 1990, he was back in
England to speak, to similar acclaim, at the Plain
English Campaign's Conference at Maddingley.

It was at the Ottawa conference, on legislative
drafting, that I first met Reed Dickerson. He was
then 80 years old. He held his audience for over an
hour with a spirited talk about drafting, while
decimating and then rewriting a piece of
gobbledegook.

F. Reed Dickerson's contribution to the law and to
legislative drafting cannot be overestimated. His
influence will continue; the seeds he has planted will
flourish. We thank you for the ideas, the challenge,
and the spirit. To Reed Dickerson, lawyer, teacher,
writer, trumpeter, we bid a fond farewell.

Reed Dickerson died on June 9, 1991 at
Bloomington Hospital, Indiana.
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Law Foundation Centre for Plain Legal Language, University of Sydney, Australia

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

David Adam, solicitor, Vanderpump & Sykes, Enfield, Middlesex
Adviser on legislation (unnamed), Securities and Futures Commission, Hong Kong
Carol Barnes, Linley Point, near Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
David Beales, solicitor, London EC2
Mrs G.L. Brown, solicitor, and lecturer at Hammersmith & West London College
C.R. Davey, solicitor, Nabarro Nathanson, London W1
J.M. Eardley, solicitor, Eastleigh, Hampshire
C.V. Evans, solicitor, Mayfair, London W1
Alison Fielden, solicitor, Cirencester, Gloucestershire
Helene Hanrahan, solicitor, Blackheath, London SE 3
Shelley Johnson, Plain Language Institute, Vancouver, British Columbia
Deborah Jolliff, solicitor, Andrew & Co, Lincoln
Kaltons, solicitors, London N1
Stephen Knafler, solicitor, Anthony Gold Lerman & Muirhead, London SE1
Philip Knight, executive director, Plain Language Institute, Vancouver

David Lewis, information designer specialising in effective English, Information Design Unit, Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire (and member of the executive committee of the Information Design Association)

William Morrison-Bell, solicitor, London SW6
The Plain Language Institute, consultants, Vancouver
John Pullig, solicitor, Beckenham, Kent
Christine Reid, solicitor, Oxford
Anthony Scrivener QC, chairman of the bar of England & Wales

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS

Professor Peter Butt, director of the Centre for Plain Legal Language at Sydney University, hopes to be in England for several

months early in 1992.
Tony Scrivener QC finishes his year as chairman of the bar on 3 1st December.

Mark Adler (chairman) 35 Bridge Road, East Molesey, Swrey KT8 9ER
DX 80056 East Molesey
Dr Michael Amheim 8 Warwick Court, Grays Inn, London WC1R 5DJ

Prof. Patricia Hassett
Alexandra Marks

Justin Nelson

DX 1001, Chancery Lane
837 Millbank Tower, Millbank, London SW1P 4QU

59 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7JA
DX 10, London

66 Rogersmead, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LF

Please contact

Justin Nelson about membership, finance or book reviews
and
Mark Adler about this journal
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