
Version A below is taken from the 1971 edition ofBrighouse's Short Forms ofWills.

Version B opposite is the same clause, broken down into separate pargaraphs,
with italics and overstrike showing the few necessary alterations, but not otherwise changed.

Further improvements to the passage will be offered in future issues.

1. Break down the text into paragraphs and, if appropriate,
sub-paragraphs.

2. Use paragraphs to show where one idea ends and the next
begins.

3. Use indentation to show sub-paragraphing.
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VERSION A

I give to my eldest son Arthur the goodwill of my trade or business of mechanical engineer and
the stock-in-trade machinery plant and effects employed therein or belonging thereto together with
the lease of the messuage or tenement shop factory and buildings situate at 146 Bishopsgate
London EC2 in which the said business is carried on or used for the purposes thereof and the
benefit of all contracts subsisting in respect of the said business and all book debts and moneys
due to me in respect thereof or standing to the credit of my business account at my bankers at my
death my said son discharging and indemnifying my general estate from all debts and liabilities
due or subsisting in respect of the said business at my death and if required by my Trustees
entering into a bond or covenant at the expense of my general estate in that behalf AND I
APPOINT my said son executor of this my will as to the said business and premises hereinbefore
bequeathed to him AND I DIRECT that the estate duty and expenses of taking out the limited
probate in respect thereof shall be borne by him.

New High Court and county rules
in England and Wales provide for the
routine exchange of witness
statements after close of pleadings.

The guidance in the notes to
R.S.C. Order 38 rule 2A (at
38/2A18) says:

The statement of the witness
should represent his evidence
in chief and should be treated
as if he was giving evidence in
the witness box. It should be
stated in a clear straightfor-

ward narrative form, and
should use the language of
the witness, his ipsissimma
verba *. For the sake of clarity
it should follow the
chronological sequence of the
events or matter dealt with.
For the sake of easy and
ready reference, it should be
divided into paragraphs
numbered consecutively, each
paragraph being as far as
possible confined to a distinct
portion of his evidence. If the
statement contains dates,
sums or other numbers, they

should be expressed in figures
and not in words.

It will be interesting to see if this
guidance is taken seriously by practi­
tioners and encouraged by judges.

* Or, in the witness's own
words, in the witness's own words.
As Rumpole would say, "They all
have ipsissimma verba in
Brixton."
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VERSIONB

1. I give to my eldest son Arthur:

(a) the goodwill of my trade or business of mechanical engineer and

(b) the stock-in-trade machinery plant and effects employed therein or belonging thereto
together with

(c) the lease of the messuage or tenement shop factory and buildings situate at 146
Bishopsgate London EC2 in which the said business is carried on or used for the
purposes thereof and

(d) the benefit of all contracts subsisting in respect of the said business and

(e) all book debts and moneys due to me in respect thereof or standing to the credit of my
business account at my bankers at my death

2. My said son must

(a) dischargeiftg- and indemnify~my general estate from all debts and liabilities due or
subsisting in respect of the said business at my death and

(b) if required by my Trustees enter~ into a bond or covenant at the expense of my
general estate in that behalf AND

3. I APPOINT my said son executor of this my will as to the said business and premises
hereinbefore bequeathed to him AND

4. I DIRECT that the estate duty and expenses of taking out the limited probate in respect
thereof shall be borne by him

1. The title of this note shall be
"Stating the obvious".

2. In this note, unless the context
otherwiserequires:

(a) "This note" shall mean "the
note headed Stating the Obvious";

(b) "Stating" shall mean "stating
by lawyers, which expression
shall include (without prejudice to
the generality of the foregoing)

solicitors, barristers, judges and
parliamentary draftsmen";

(c) "The" shall mean "the said";

(d) "Obvious" shall mean "such as
would have been aS~1.1med (without
previous consideration) by any
reader (actual or potential) of this
note, had it not been so stated";

(e) "Documents" shall mean "any
paper or other writings written
and/or composed by a lawyer,
whether by writing or dictation
and whether stored for the time
being on paper, recording tape
(audio or audio-visual), word­
processor or other computer, or by
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any other means whatsoever"; and

(f) "Shorter" shall not imply
"short" but shall be at all times a
relative expression.

3. Documents would be shorter if
lawyers did not state the obvious.

From the BBC

Very much at the other end of
the spectrum.

A very doomsdayish scenario.

Totally decimated.

Totally incomplete.

A potentially endless list.
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Stewart Graham is looking for

ARTICl,ES

He has been doing a fIrst-rate job clerking for me since June 1991,
full-time in college vacations. and part-time during term.

He is expecting a 2.1 in sociology from Kingston University
when the degree results are published on 6th July, and

has an unconditional place for the CPE at Guildford in September.

But he needs a principal who can help him through the College of Law.

Mark Adler

Trevor Aldridge has been
appointed honorary Queens
Counsel.

The second edition of Frands
Bennion's textbook Statutory
Interpretation was published in
May by Butterworths at a price of
£130. This and CLARITY were
publicised during his interview
on BBC Radio Oxford.

G.V.Bull has retired from
partnership with his daughter,
Vanessa Hawkes, but remains
as a consultant. They are now
practising with another
solicitor in Woburn, near
Milton Keynes, as Reynolds &
Hawkes (incorporating Wright
& Bull).

David de Saxe has given up
private practice as a solicitor on
his appointment as a full-time
chairman of industrial tribunals.

Mark Adler (chairman) 35 Bridge Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9ER
DX 80056 East Molesey

081-979 -0085
Fax: 081-941 0152
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Dr Michae1 Arnheim
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Alexandra Marks

Justin Nelson

But see change of address notice on front cover

8 Warwick Court, Grays Inn, London WC 1R 5DJ
DX 1001, Chancery Lane

837 Millbank Tower, Millbank, London SWIP 4QU

59 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7JA
DX 10, London

66 Rogersmead, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LF
DX 39008 Tenterden

071-430 2323
Fax: 071-4309171

071-2174282
Fax: 071 2174283

071606 7080
fax: 071606 5113

05806 5313
fax: 05806 2215

Please contact

Justin Nelson about membership, finance or book reviews
and

Mark Adler about this journal
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Press date
for the next issue:

12th September




