










to be written in this
document to King Alfred and
all his councillors.

Out of a sample of 62, 25 included
curses directed against anyone
tampering with the document.

More recently, when a member of
the Israeli Knesset added with God's
help at the end of the oath of
allegiance, a political opponent
petitioned the High Court for a
declaration that the oath was
ineffective and that he should not
take his seat.

Performative rituals are affected by
the technology of the day. How will
they be affected by computers, fax
machines, and video recorders?

Platform and on-board announcers
have separate styles. For instance, a
driver will say to his passengers
wGood morning, ladies and
gentlemenw, but station announcers
never do.

the train approaches if they are
waiting on the platform and the train
is approaching if they are on a train.
(This does not seem a vcry good
example. They are unlikely to be toid
th4tanother train is approaching theirs
unless an accident is in progress. -Ed. )

The Arhus School of Business
hopes to mount a two-day
conference on legal language in
November 1993, wfor senior
researchers and PhD studentsw.

of Clarity are available at the following prices:

Please add 20% for handling and postage (inland)
or send international postal coupons (overseas)

CLARITY will be well represented
at this major conference, and a report
will appear in the next issue

£1 each
£1.50

£2
£3
£2 each
£3

1-4
5-11

12-15
16
17-23

24

1 (Canada) 604 6878895 (fax 0018)

BACK NUMBERS

Enquiries to the PU:

Full details appear in the last issue.

Issues

Platform announcements are of
three sorts:

special announcements (for
example, about the delay or
cancellation of a train, or a
platform change);

• personal calls; and

staffannouncements.

Personal calls and staff
announcements are introduced as
such (This is a staffannouncement... )
but special announcements never are.

But there is some foolish
poDlposity:

• Signals are referred to as
lineside equipment.

• By management edict,
passengers must be
called customers.

• Service is used for any
thing which supplies
(or is supposed to
supply) a service, and
can be, for example, a
train or a buffet. So
we have Please take
care when walking
through the service.

Passengers (customers, my
foot!) are more likely to
hear sentences of the form

Will we smarten video packaging, as
we have until now used special paper
and notarised documents?

(For a detailed history of legal
English from Celtic times, see David
Mellinkoff: The Language of the
Law, Little Brown & Co, Boston &
Toronto, 1963 but still in print; It is
reviewed in Clarity 20 (April 1991) at
p.13. - Ed.)

This vase is for you, Tom.

Special documents have used fancy
lettering, seals, colour, and
expensive paper. (The signing of
international treaties is custoinarily
marked by an exchange of pens.) But
documents are losing these
characteristics. Will computerised
treaties be agreed by electronic
means, with the ceremony
abandoned? Professor Danet thinks
not.

What is the future of video wills?
They are still very rare, and under
current law are effective only as
supplements to written wills (as in
Anglo-Saxon times the written will
was supplemental to the oral
ceremony). But they are more
personal, as in Anglo-Saxon wills
addressing the beneficiaries in the
second person and showing the
gift:
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Richard Henchley, general
counsel and company secretary
at Rolls Royce plc, has been
appointed treasurer of The
Law Society.

We have a volunteer
to run the

precedents library.
More next issue.
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A.D.E. Ford; solicitor; IBM UK Ltd; Paris
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Mark Adler (chairman)

Prof Patricia Hassett

Alexandra Marks
(retiring 30th Oct)

Justin Nelson

Or Michael Amheim

Hannen Edward Beith; solicitor; Windsor,Berkshire
F.A.Jones; solicitor; Newcastle-on-Tyne

Clare Price; public speaking speech specialist; nr Salisbury, Wiltshire
David Scillitoe; businessman; Siemens Plessey; Christchurch, Dorset

David Warren Jones; solicitor; Bournville, Birmingham

C. Edward Good; lawyer, lecturer, author and publisher; Charlottesville,
Virginia

Please contact

Justin Nelson about membership, finance or book reviews
and

Mark Adler about this journal
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